Around South County: London Towne focuses on community
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Events continue through Sunday

By MITCHELLE STEPHENSON For The Capital

Published August 21, 2008 

Twenty-nine years ago Mary Ellen Brady had a vision. Her vision was to set aside a week where neighbors would make a big effort to be more neighborly to one another.

Back then she was also president of the London Towne Property Owners Association, and in a position to do something about making her vision a reality. She created Community Awareness Week, a week in August set aside to build and promote neighborliness and giving.

Nearly three decades later, it is still going strong.

This year, Community Awareness Week started last Saturday with a big yard sale and flea market at the London Towne Community Hall on Mayo Road. Events continue through Sunday. Events slated for later in the week include a children's birthday party, a volleyball tournament, a parade and awards banquet, a potluck supper, youth dance and more.

One popular event, the pet show, took place last Sunday at the community hall. Cheryl Wells has been chairman of the event for a dozen years, although she had been active for nine years prior to taking on the chairmanship.

Cheryl put out notice and while the crowd was strong, she reports that this year's event had a middling turnout. With 2,200 homes in the property association, there is always the potential for an unwieldy crowd of dogs, cats, bunnies, frogs, turtles, hermit crabs, fish, scorpions, snakes and their humans to walk through the door.

There were newcomers as well as veterans at this year's show.

Nicholas, a two-year-old golden retriever, came with his owners, Ave and Desi Quesada. A few years back, he'd been awarded Best Personality. Desi was hopeful for a Best in Show trophy this year. Nicholas was ready with a sparkly red bow tie and some newly polished tricks to impress the judges.

In all there were two cats, two bunnies, one scorpion, four turtles, two frogs, and more than a dozen dogs in the competition.

The judging was taken care of by three veterinary technicians from Reichardt Animal Hospital, which is located on Mayo Road in the London Towne community. The three women, Michelle Maeller, Amy Chaney and Erin Awtrey have been judging the show for years. They do it for fun and as a part of Reichardt's community outreach.

Michelle said "It is fun for us, because we get to see the animals doing their tricks. We usually don't get to see that in the clinic setting."

Dawn Martin and Gary Munday are new to the area, having lived here just over a year. They brought their two dogs, a miniature pinscher/Italian greyhound mix named Harley and Sweet Pia, a full-blooded Italian greyhound.

Erika Hall, 8; Kayla Creek, 9, and Nikki Paddy, 11, came with their miniature pinscher "Kallie." Since she's just six months old she didn't know any tricks, but Nikki said that bringing her would be a good idea "so she can get used to other dogs because she is kind of shy."

Moses Wells brought two of the four cats that he found abandoned on his boat. He doesn't know what happened to the mother. "She never came back," he said. Stripey and Shiner were entered in the smallest ears category.

Moses said that he comes to the show every other year or so, "when I have animals." He talked about a hermit crab he had which won three years in a row. "Monster was huge, but he died," Moses said.

Joey Peake, 13, and his sister Christina, 7, came with their dog Emily, a couple of tree frogs and some turtles. Joey put Emily, a cheerful chocolate Labrador, through her paces, using only hand commands to get the dog to sit, shake and speak. Joey's mom Vicky said that they have friends who are deaf, so Joey knows some American Sign Language. They used ASL commands to teach Emily.

Joey puts four fingers to his chin, the sign for "speak," and Emily lets out a loud "Ruff!"

Next Joey brought out a little turtle, small enough to fit in the palm of his hand. Speedy had a trick that sister Christina first noticed. "Speedy was upside down and I noticed he turned himself over. I told my brother, 'Speedy can do a trick!'"

Sure enough, Joey put Speedy down on the table, on his back, and with just a few quick wiggles, the little turtle righted itself.

While there were numerous categories, there was only one Best in Show award.

Once the judges viewed all the animals, they took a few minutes to deliberate, then announced the winners in categories such as: Most Exotic (the scorpion), Loudest (Emily), Smallest Ears (Stripey and Shiner) and Largest Pet (Nicholas).

The bunnies won "Softest Fur." Just about every animal on site won at least one award. As each pet owner went to claim the certificate and ribbon, they stopped to pose for a photo. The adult pet-owners looked sheepishly embarrassed, while the kids beamed with pride.

Finally, it came time for the Best in Show award. The judges admitted that it was very difficult to determine who might be the best overall pet.

After a significant pause, they announced that Speedy the turtle had won.

With the pet show having drawn to a close, many in the crowd would be preparing for other events during the week. Cheryl said that the "Rip Roaring Raft Race" this coming Saturday is always a highlight of Community Awareness Week.

"People hide their construction and spies are sent around to try to see what other people are up to," Cheryl said.

While snooping around in the neighbor's backyard and spying on your friends doesn't sound very neighborly, it is all in good fun. Neighbors having good fun with each other - wasn't that the vision that Mary Ellen Brady had nearly 30 years ago?
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